
JULY / AUGUST 2024 

1 

Inside this issue: 

Session News 2 

Mission Ministry 2 

Deacon Ministry 3 

Presbyterian Women 3 

Christian Ed Ministry  4 

Worship & Music Ministry 4 

Moment for Stewardship 5 

Other Bits of News 6 

Daily Prayer List 7 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  7 

Calendar of Events 8 

and commitment to each oth-
er. They gathered as a na-
tion to hear the Torah read. 
They offered a national 
prayer of confession. They 
assumed responsibility not 
only for the restoration of 
Jerusalem and temple but 
also for the maintenance and 
care of the dilapidated Tem-
ple.  After a lengthy worship 
service, they declared: We 
will not neglect the house of 

our God (Nehemiah 10:39).  

I think the installation of an 
air conditioner and an auto-
mated external defibrillator 
(AED) device allows us to 
provide better care for our 
members and all who enter 
our church facility. One well-
respected pastor told me 
after his own congregation 
hemmed and hawed about 
air conditioning the church he 
served, òWould you be-
lieve?ó he said. òOnce the 
church was air conditioned, 
not one person complained.ó It 
is amazing the positive affect 
when we do not neglect the 
house of God (Nehemiah 

10:39).  

Better days, cooler days lie 
ahead. Until then, stay faith-

ful.  

See you in worship. 

Pastor David   

vated. The outcome was it 
advanced and enhanced our 
churchõs mission with the food 
pantry without which we 
would not be doing what we 
presently are. The restoration 

was essential and worth it.  

In 2015, the stained-glass 
windows were repacked and 
restored. The building be-
came more energy efficient, 
and it was noticeable. The 
restoration was worth it. A 

good call.  

In 2017, the slate roof was 
replaced. The job cost 
$200,000. Costly? Absolute-
ly. Yet, it improved the build-
ingõs appearance as well as 
its energy efficiency. Another 

good call.    

In 2022, a new addition with 
an elevator was completed. 
This project exceeded five 
hundred thousand, and weõre 
still paying it off. But it made 
access to the Sanctuary easi-
er than climbing the stairs 
and less anxiety-generating 

than using the old elevator.  

In the Old Testament, there is 
a story about Nehemiah. 
Nehemiah rallied his people. 
In return, the people re-
newed their devotion to God 

Believe what you want about 
global warmer, the summer 
of 2024 has been hot. As I 
exited the church building 
either Sunday, June 30, Sun-
day, July 7 or both Sundays, 
I returned to my car (neither 
looking for nor wanting an-
other project yet pondering 
to myself about the benefits 
if some or all of the church 
were air conditioned. Who 
would complain if First Pres-
byterian Church were cool 
inside when it was hot, stuffy 

and steamy outside?  

Over the years, the projects 
we have completed made 
our church facility more func-
tional, relational, and even 
missional. In 2007, when the 
fellowship hall was gutted 
and renovated, the final 
product improved the aes-
thetics, made the facility con-
siderably safer, more func-
tional, and relational. The 

restoration was essential. 

 In 2011, Tropical Storms 
Irene and Lee, respectively, 
flooded the first floor of the 
Outreach Center. Again, the 
space was gutted and reno-
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N ews Bits 

Session News 

Excerpts from the Session 
meeting held on Thursday, 
Apr. 18, 2024. Session ap-

proved the following: 

¶ The landscape sketch of 
the Blairstown area pre-
sented by Gina Trish of 
Blair Academy and Liz 
Dwyer of Blairstown to be 
painted on the exterior of 
the side wall of the Out-
reach Center by art stu-
dents of Blair and North 
Warren High School under 
the supervision of Gina 

and Liz. 

¶ Vacation time for Jen Plut 

the week of Aug. 4, 2024. 

¶ A railing up to the pulpit to 
be installed on the choir 

side of the Sanctuary. 

¶ News Bits to be bi-monthly. 

On Sunday, Apr. 21, 2024 a 
Special Session meeting was 
held for the purpose of re-
ceiving Amanda Macchia into 
membership in our church by 
letter of transfer from the 
First Presbyterian Church of 

Newton, NJ.  

In order to take prompt ac-
tion on the discovery of as-
bestos in the furnace room of 
the church, Session approved 
the following by electronic 

vote on Apr. 27, 2024: 

¶ On Apr. 27, 2024 a re-
quest from Pastor Harvey 

for Session action regard-
ing the proposal received 
from Checkmark Industrial 
LLC of Sparta NJ for the 
removal of asbestos from 
one pipe in the furnace 
room and the encapsula-
tion of the asbestos on a 
second pipe, and HEPA 
vacuuming of the area to 
remove asbestos particles 
at a cost of $2,925, and 
safety testing following the 
completion of the work by 
Envirovision Consultants at 

a cost of $600ð$650.  

Excerpts from the Session 
meeting held on Thursday, 
May 16, 2024. Session ap-

proved the following: 

¶ An adult Baptism request 
from Elizabeth òLizzieó 

John. 

¶ The requested contribution 
from the Childrenõs Center 
for use of the church space 
to be $690 per month for 
the 2024ð25 school year. 
(a 5% increase from 2023

ð24) 

¶ The insurance renewal for 
the church received from 
Brown & Brown Ins. and 
underwritten by Guide 
One with an annual premi-
um of $13,448.09 (an in-
crease of approximately 

$1,800).  

Excerpts from the Session 
meeting held on Thursday, 

June 13, 2024. 

¶ A request from Marlene 
Wilburn, director of the 
Childrenõs Center, to use 
Fellowship Hall and the 
playground for a Chil-
drenõs Center summer pro-
gram the week of Jul. 15ð

19, 2024. 

¶ A request from Pastor Har-
vey to take study leave 
Jun. 19ð29, 2024 to at-
tend a Humanities study of 
World Religions at Phillips 
Exeter Academy in New 

Hampshire. 

¶ A recommendation from 
the Enduring Gifts Ministry 
to liquidate $15,000 out 
of the churchõs endowment 
to replace the air condi-
tioning at the Outreach 

Center. 

¶ Communion to be held on 
Aug. 11, 2024 rather than 
Aug. 4 when Pastor Harvey 

will be out of town. 

¶ A request from the McElroy 
family to allow them to 
bring a Seeing Eye Guide 
Dog puppy in training, 
òTeal,ó to 
church ser-
vices and 

functions. 
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Clerk of Session: Deb Albrecht 

President: Chester Topolski 

Vice-President: Lisa Besser 

Treasurer: Erika Wulster 

Assistant Treasurer: Zach Burke 

Secretary: Deb Albrecht 

Financial Secretary:  Don Nicholls 
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Moderator: Judy Trigg 

Vice Moderator:  Betsy Gervasi 

Secretary: Teri Harvey 

Treasurer: Joan Cameron  
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Mission Minis try 

The Peace & Global Witness 
Offering is received during 
the Season of Peace, which 
ends on World Communion 

Sunday, Oct. 6.  

Peace Offerings may be 
given electronically from the 
donate/give now button on 
our website (fpcb-nj.org) ð 
enter at the PC(USA) Special 
Offerings box, or by mailing 
a check made payable to 
ôFirst Presbyterian Churchõ ð 
please be sure to mark 
ôPeace offeringõ in the memo. 
You also may give by credit 
card online at http://

pcusa.org/peace-global.   
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Deacon Minis try 

you can still make coffee. 
You can always bring a fin-
ger snack ( cookies, muffins, 
watermelon) to share on a 

Sunday morning.   

The list below is the sign-up 
sheet for Deacons for the 
rolls that you signed up for 
each upcoming month. The 
Deacon doesn't need to do 
every Sunday the month they 
are signed up for. They just 
need to make sure someone 
is doing it.  We appreciate 
all of the helpers. Many 

hands make light work.  

Additionally, our church will 
be providing a hearty lunch 
for about 12 to 15 volun-
teers at the Habitat for Hu-
manity work site on Sat., 

The Deacons are hoping for 
your summer, the warm 
weather we all waited for in 
the winter, and now we are 
praying for the cooler tem-
peratures.  Fall is right 
around the corner, so praise 
for the glorious days. The 
food pantry has been busy 
like always, and we appreci-
ate your generous donations. 
If you  go shopping and 
would like to get something 
we could always use paper 
products and personal items. 
These items go rather quickly. 
If you would like to do a cof-
fee hour there is a sign up 
sheet in Fellowship Hall. It is 
easy in the summer, because 
you can make cold drinks, for 
those that are wanting to, 

Sep. 14. The deacons are 
asking for donations of fruit, 
iced tea, water, sandwiches, 
chips, and baked goods to 
be dropped off at the Out-
reach Center no later than 
10 AM on Sep. 14. There is a 
sign-up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall for those who would like 
to donate. If you have any 
questions, please contact 
Joan Cameron at (908) 459-
9068. The lunch is greatly 
appreciated by the Habitat 
volunteers so any assistance 

would be greatly welcomed. 

Our next meeting will be 
Sunday, Sep. 15 following 

worship.  

Have a Blessed day,  

Judy Trigg 

Communion/Food Pantry/Coffee Hour 

Ý Sep. 8: Joan Cameron / Dave Conrad 

Ý Oct. 6: Kelly McElroy / Jennifer McElroy 

Ý Oct. 20 (Anniversary Sunday):···  

Ý Nov. 3: Teri Harvey, Betsy Gervasi 

Ý Dec. 1: Maggie Wilson/ Teri Harvey 

Ý Jan. 5, 2025: Emily (Maier) Arena, open 

Ý Feb. 2, 2025: Joan Cameron/ Dave Conrad 
 

Food Pantry Sign-Ups 

Ý Sep. 21: Joan Cameron, Dave Conrad 

Ý Oct. 19: Dave Conrad  

Ý Nov. 16: Teri Harvey (Giving Tree); Betsy Gervasi 

Ý Dec. 21: Teri Harvey (Giving Tree); Maggie Will-

son; Joan Cameron 

Ý Jan. 18: Emily (Maier) Arena; Maggie Wilson 

Ý Feb. 17: Emily (Maier) Arena; Joan Cameron 
 

Committees of Deacons 

Ý Sunshine: Joan Cameron  

Ý Communion/Kitchen supplies:·Joan Cameron  

Ý Christmas Giving Tree: Teri Harvey  

Ý Shoebox Ministry:·Kelly McElroy 

Ý Food Pantry: Erika Wulster; Judy Trigg 

Ý Special Cases: Joan Cameron; Judy Trigg;  

Erika Wulster; David Harvey  

Ý Habitat for Humanity: Joan Cameron 
 

Representatives to Session Committees  

Ý Audit:  

Ý Christian Education Joan Cameron 

Ý Enduring Gifts: Erika Wulster  

Ý Membership & Fellowship: Joan Cameron  

Ý Mission: Judy Trigg  

Ý Music & Worship: Joan Cameron 

Ý Nominating: Erika Wulster 

Ý Presbyterian Women: Teri Harvey  

Ý Property/ Grounds: Erika Wulster  

Ý Stewardship & Finance: Erika Wulster 

Do you have a special occa-
sion you would like to com-
memorate with altar flowers?  
Altar flowers can be cut or 
potted; from your garden, a 
store, or even delivered from 
a local florist! Please let the 
church office or the PW flow-
er lady of the month 

Presbyter ian Women 

(September: Robin Kaspren-
ski) know if youõd like to pro-
vide flowers! There are sign-
up sheets on the Communica-

tion Table in Fellowship Hall.  

You may also sign up elec-
tronically through SignUpGe-
nius which can be accessed 
through our website at 

https://fpcb-nj.org/altar-
flowers/.  Thank you, in ad-
vance, by providing altar 

flowers!   

The Presbyterian Women 
Executive Board will meet 
Tuesday, Sep. 10 following 
bible studyñat approxi-

mately 12 noon. 
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G reetings from the 
Christian Education 
and Music and Wor-

ship Ministries!   

I hope everyone has had a 
wonderful summer with plen-
ty of time to relax and enjoy 
some down time! My Family 
and I enjoyed a week in Dis-
ney World as well as some 
time in the Outer Banks. If 
youõre like me, part of the 
reason you travel is to dis-
connect from work, chores, 
and the stress of everyday 
life for just a little while. In 
my own experience, I have 
found that becoming discon-
nected from church is also an 
unfortunate side effect of my 
families summer slow down.  
As time so often does, sum-
mer is passing by and wind-
ing down to and end. Fortu-
nately, with every end comes 
a fresh beginning, and so we 
find ourselves looking ahead 
to Autumn and all that comes 

with it.  

Christ ian Ed Min istry  & Music & Worship Minis try 

In our church community, Fall 
is the unofficial start of a 
new year. So, be sure to 
mark your calendars for 
these upcoming events and 
as always, see you on Sun-

day! 

¶ Sep. 8th: Rally Day! Lets 
rally the congregation for 
Communion and the return 
of the choir! Pot luck brunch 

to follow the service. 

¶ Sep. 15th: First day of Sun-
day School! All youth are 
invited to be part of our 
excellent program, for 
question, please see me, 
Zach Burke, or Deb Al-

brecht. 

¶ Oct. 20th: Anniversary 
Sunday, join us in celebrat-
ing the founding of our 

church! 

¶ Dec. 1st: Hanging of the 

greens. 

¶ Dec. 22nd: Childrenõs 

Christmas Pageant. 

Lastly, keep a lookout for an 
upcoming lectionary series by 
Pastor Dave on the topic of 
World Religions. Date and 

time to be announced. 

Submitted in Stewardship, 

Zach Burke 

�-�R�L�Q���X�V���L�Q���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���+�D�O�O��
�I�R�U���D���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���E�U�X�Q�F�K���D�Q�G��

�I�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���D�V���Z�H���F�R�P�H��
�W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���D�I�W�H�U���Z�R�U�V�K�L�S��

�D�Q�G���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D���W�L�P�H��
�R�I���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�O���D�I�W�H�U���F�K�X�U�F�K��

�R�Q���6�X�Q�G�D�\�����6�H�S���������� 
�,�I���\�R�X���F�D�Q�����S�O�H�D�V�H��

�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���D���T�X�L�F�K�H��
�R�U���E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���F�D�V�V�H�U�R�O�H����

�E�D�N�H�G���L�W�H�P�V���R�U���I�U�X�L�W�� 

�)�$�/�/���)�8�1���'�$�<���D�W���&�D�P�S���-�R�K�Q�V�R�Q�E�X�U�J���� 

�#�a�w���U�N�l�N��̄m���A���S�A�_�p�A�m�p�V�J���a�i�i�a�l�p�q�_�V�p�y���S�a�l���a�q�l���J�U�q�l�J�U���S�A�^�V�]�y�•�����_�[�a�y���A���S�A�]�]���A�S�p�N�l�_�a�a�_���A�p�����A�^�i�����a�U�_�m�a�_�I�q�l�T���a�_���%�J�p�• �†�‘���S�l�a�^���•�’�€�€�§�†�’�ƒ�€���-�"�•��
�:�N�A�p�U�N�l���L�N�i�N�_�L�N�_�p�‘���A�]�]���A�J�p�V�v�V�p�V�N�m���w�V�]�]���I�N���A�v�A�V�]�A�I�]�N�‘���A�_�L���L�V�_�_�N�l���V�m���V�_�J�]�q�L�N�L�•���"�N�^�I�N�l�m�U�V�i���Ë�����N�]�]�a�w�m�U�V�i���V�m���i�]�N�A�m�N�L���p�a���I�N���A�I�]�N���p�a���a�S�S�N�l���A���¸�•�€��
�m�p�V�i�N�_�L���i�N�l���i�N�l�m�a�_���p�a�w�A�l�L�m���p�U�N���J�a�m�p���a�S���p�U�N���A�S�p�N�l�_�a�a�_�•���-�l�V�J�V�_�T���V�m���p�V�N�l�N�L�•���3�U�N���l�N�T�q�]�A�l���J�a�m�p���V�m���¸�‚�…���a�l���y�a�q���J�A�_���a�i�p���p�a���i�A�y���A���]�a�w�N�l���A�^�a�q�_�p��
�a�S���¸�•�…�•���3�U�N���J�U�a�V�J�N���V�m���y�a�q�l�m�•���0�N�T�V�m�p�l�A�p�V�a�_���A�_�L���i�A�y�^�N�_�p���A�l�N���L�a�_�N���a�_�]�V�_�N���I�y���N�A�J�U���A�p�p�N�_�L�N�N���A�p���U�p�p�i�m�’�•�•�w�w�w�•�J�A�^�i�[�I�q�l�T�•�a�l�T�•�N�v�N�_�p�m�•�S�A�]�]-�S�q�_
-�L�A�y�•�•���:�V�p�U���"�N�^�I�N�l�m�U�V�i���Ë�����N�]�]�a�w�m�U�V�i��̄m���¸�•�€���m�p�V�i�N�_�L�‘���p�U�N���S�V�_�A�]���J�a�m�p���p�a���N�A�J�U���A�p�p�N�_�L�N�N���w�V�]�]���N�V�p�U�N�l���I�N���¸�…���a�l���¸�•�€�•���:�U�A�p���A���L�A�y�‘���w�U�A�p���A���L�N�A�]�•������
�-�]�N�A�m�N���^�A�l�\���y�a�q�l���J�A�]�N�_�L�A�l���A�_�L���i�]�A�_���a�_���[�a�V�_�V�_�T���V�_���a�_���p�U�V�m���a�i�i�a�l�p�q�_�V�p�y���S�a�l���S�q�_���A�_�L���S�N�]�]�a�w�m�U�V�i�•���-�N�p�N���-�N�p�N�l�m�a�_���w�V�]�]���I�N���V�_���p�a�q�J�U���w�V�p�U���y�a�q��
�A�S�p�N�l�����A�]�]�����q�_�����A�y���S�a�l���l�N�V�^�I�q�l�m�N�^�N�_�p���a�l���S�N�N�]���S�l�N�N���p�a���J�a�_�p�A�J�p���U�V�^���I�N�S�a�l�N���%�J�p�•���†�•�� 

���V�L���y�a�q�‘���y�a�q�l���S�l�V�N�_�L�‘���a�l���S�A�^�V�]�y���A�p�p�N�_�L ���l�V�N�_�L�m�����A�y �A�p�����A�^�i ���a�U�_�m�a�_�I�q�l�T �p�U�V�m���m�q�^�^�N�l���a�_�����q�]�y �•�ƒ�—�����S���m�a�‘���i�]�N�A�m�N���p�N�x�p�‘���J�A�]�]���a�l���N�^�A�V�]���-�N�p�N��
�-�N�p�N�l�m�a�_���A�p���‰�€�ˆ�•�‡�‰�ˆ�•�‡�•�†�„�•�����N���w�a�q�]�L���]�V�\�N���p�a���\�_�a�w���V�S���A�_�y�a�_�N���A�p�p�N�_�L�N�L�‘���T�N�p���S�N�N�L�I�A�J�\�‘���A�_�L���m�N�N���V�S���A�_�y���l�N�V�^�I�q�l�m�N�^�N�_�p���V�m���_�N�N�L�N�L�• 

Thanks to the many hands 
a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o 
Deb Albrecht and Gail We-
ber, Membership and Fellow-
ship, with the help of Presby-
terian Women, hosted a deli-
cious brunch for our gradu-

ates on Sunday, June 23rd.  

Membership & Fel lowship Min is t ry 

Levi Arena will head to North 
Warren Middle School, Abby 
Besser and Angelina Plut will 
be Freshman at East Strouds-
burg University (Physical Edu-
cation) and Cedar Crest Col-
lege (Nursing) respectfully. 
We wish them God Speed 

and all the best!  

Thank you to all who made 
this celebration so deliciously 

successful! 

Pete Peterson, Chair 


