
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

Third Sunday in Lent  
10:00 AM ORDER OF WORSHIP  March 3, 2024 

* Please stand if you are able 
 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME  

PRELUDE: “In Dir ist Freude” BWV 615 by JS Bach  (02-39) 
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, &  AFFIRMATION OF MISSION STATEMENT: Deb Albrecht 

As disciples of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit, we experience God’s unconditional 

love, and we witness to others by discovering and sharing our gifts. 
 

CHORAL INTROIT:   Chancel Choir 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:  

L: Clowns and fools and even those who break the rules, 
P:  Come and worship. Be filled with awe, lost in wonder, joy, and praise. 

L: Thinkers and dreamers, plotters and schemers,  

P:  Come and worship. Be filled with awe, lost in wonder, joy, and praise. 

L: Quiet ones, rowdy ones, those who constantly talk, limbers and skippers,  

P:  And those who toddle when they walk, come and worship. 

L: Dancers, singers, poets, and bell ringers. With praise on our lips and joy overflowing in our 

hearts, let us worship God.  
 

* HYMN OF PRAISE: No. 181   Come Sing to God vv. 1 & 4 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  In silence then unison 

God of exodus and wilderness, God of refuge and help, in our times of temptation, 
forgive us when we forget your abiding presence. You give us grace and strength for 

our journey, satisfying our every need, yet we frequently want “more,” and remain 
dissatisfied with the many graces that you provide. As we journey in faith teach us to 

live more dependent on you and less driven by our own self-indulgence and self-

centeredness. In the name of Jesus, who though tempted, resisted temptations and 
remain faithful to your plan in his life. Amen.  
 

ASSURANCE OF CHRIST’S FORGIVENESS:  

L: In our journey through Lent, return to the Lord our God, re-center lives on God’s grace and 

mercy, and know that we are forgiven.  

P: God who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, in Jesus Christ, has 

forgiven us. Thanks be to God!   
 

* CELEBRATING CHRIST’S FORGIVENESS: No. 466     O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing v. 1 

O for a thousand tongues to sing My dear Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of God's grace! 



* EXCHANGE OF CHRIST’S PEACE:  The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

Welcome one another with Christ’s peace. 
 

GIVING OF OUR GIFTS & OFFERTORY 
 

* DOXOLOGY & PRAYER OF DEDICATION:  No. 375         Lord of All Good  v. 1 

Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to You.  Use them Your holy purpose to fulfill.  
Token of love and pledged brought anew.  That our whole life is offered to Your will. 

 

DECLARING GOD’S WORD  

HEBREW LESSON: Numbers 11: 4–9, 16–23 God provides for the Israelites. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  John 6: 1–14  Jesus feeds the five thousand. 
 

ANTHEM: “In Your House, O Lord” by Jay Turner Chancel Choir 
 

MEDITATION:   Encountering Jesus: III. Jesus and a Little Boy Pastor David Harvey 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:     The Contemporary Apostles’ Creed 

We believe in God who places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes, and songs in our 
hearts. I believe God wanted gladness to flow like a river, so in divine love God created 

a bountiful earth with plenty for all to share. 

We believe in Jesus, who partied with outcasts and sinners, and touched the broken 

so they could leap and dance. We believe Jesus opened the doors and set an extra place 

so we could feast.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who prompts us to smile, who sends us invitations to 

come and dine, who nudges us to openness and tenderness. We believe the Spirit is 
present every time we gather to break bread and stirs within us the desire to live 

joyfully and walk hopefully.  

Forever, I will live in the embrace of God’s mysterious and miraculous love and be a 
witness to Christ’s resurrection joy. Amen. 

 

* COMMUNION HYMN:  No. 508 For the Bread Which You Have Broken 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE:  

Leader: Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  

People:  People will come from east and west, and from north and south, and sit at 
the table in the kingdom of God. 

Leader: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters dwell in unity. 

People: God sent the whole world God’s only Son.  Since God loved us so much, we 
too, should love one another. 



Leader: This is the Lord’s Table. Our Savior invites all who are truly sorry for their sins and would 
humbly put their trust in him to come to the feast which he has prepared.  Listen to the 
gracious words of our Savior Jesus Christ: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and 

my burden is light”.  Matthew 11: 28–30 
 

This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him 

may have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day. John 6: 40 
 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if those who hear my voice open the door, 

I will come into them and eat with them, and they with me.  Revelation 3: 20 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:   And with your spirit. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, & THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Pastor:  Holy Lord . . .  as we pray together:  

All: O God, who calls us from death to life: Fill us with the grace of Jesus’ humility, the 
miracle of his hospitality, and the mystery of his generosity that we may live as a 

beacon of your light and conduits of his love, as we pray together in his name: 

“Our Father, who art  . . . the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.” 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 
OFFERING OF THE ELEMENTS: Approach the Table, receive the bread,  

take the cup, and return to your pew. 
 

SHARING THE BREAD: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 

hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” (Jn. 6:37) Let us eat this bread in 

remembrance of Christ and may the spirit that is in him be in us also. 

 

DRINKING THE CUP: Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches, apart from him, we can 

do nothing.”  Let us drink this cup in remembrance of Christ and may the spirit in which he 

died be our Spirit.  
 

COMMUNION BLESSING: 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  



People: For the joyful reign and rule of Christ’s kingdom within our lives, we praise 
you, O God. We thank you for Jesus’ saving death on the cross and your power 

which raised him from the dead. We rejoice that because He lives and lives in 
us, nothing past, present nor things to come shall separate us from your great 

love, revealed in Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 

DEPARTING IN GOD’S NAME  

* HYMN:  No. 423  Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun vv. 1, 2, 4, 5 

 

* CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE & BENEDICTION 

 
* CHORAL BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE:  “Jesu, Meine Freude” BWV 227 by JS Bach  (02-29) 

 

Our Worship has ended — our Christian Witness begins! 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR DAILY PRAYERS 

The Human Family: Persons and individuals who struggle with food insecurity and homelessness, 

the people in the Ukraine and the Middle East; families and communities impacted by gun violence; 
those impacted by severe weather. 

Men & Women Serving in the Armed Forces & America’s Veterans  

Those in elected office: The President, the Congress, State Assembly, Municipality officials  
Healing for Friends & Families:  
Cancer: Judy Dales, Gordon Dugan, Samantha Elwell, Olivia Hollis, Adam Hubble, Tracy Lance, 
Troy Lutz, Caitlyn McMorrow and her family, Bill Salvadore, Andrew Shan, Abbi Sparkman, Robert 

Talmadge, Molly Grace Young, Audrey, Eva, Gail, Liza 

Illness & Injuries: Robert Benz, Sue Bonkowski, George Burke, Derek Cameron, Elaine Canonico, 
Kyle Canonico, Lucy Cuipa, Noah Haiduc-Dale, Ashley Farhat, Anna Nagyhetenyi, Peter Porzio, Jan 

Smith, Margaret Stephens, Betty Ann Weir, Ann, Carter, Demares, Tracy, Valerie 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 Main St., P.O. Box 385, Blairstown, NJ 07825 
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e-Mail: fpcb@ptd.net         Website: fpcb-nj.org 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR CHURCH  

Sunday, Mar. 3 
  8:30 AM  Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 AM  Worship & Communion 
10:15 AM  Sunday School 

11:15 AM  Children’s Choir 
11:15 AM  M&F Meeting/FH 

Mon., Mar. 4   Office Closed 
  7:00 PM  Water Gap Singers 

Tuesday, Mar. 5 
10:00 AM  Bible Study/OC  

  7:00 PM  M&W | C.E./OC  

 

Wednesday, Mar. 6 

11:00 AM  Qigong/OC  

  2:00 PM  BWC/OC  

Friday, Mar. 8 

11:00 AM  Qigong/OC 
  6:30 PM  4-H Club/OC 

Sunday, Mar. 10 

  8:30 AM  Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 AM  Worship  

10:15 AM  Sunday School 
11:15 AM  Children’s Choir 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Membership & Fellowship Meeting: Today following the service of 

worship. 

Children's Choir: A short (15 min.) Children’s Choir practice will be held 

each Sunday at 11:15 in the Sanctuary. Children may have a snack first 

in Fellowship Hall, then come upstairs and sing! Please speak with choir 

members Doris Sless or Maggie Morokutti if you have questions. 

Lenten Reflections: The Lenten Reflections will be a 30-minute chapel-

meets-Bible Study reflection on Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM (at the OC 
or via Zoom: Meeting ID: 812 3961 2619; Passcode: 431640) through 

the Lenten season. Lent is a time when we prepare for the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, but sometimes we forget that Jesus had an earthly 

ministry too.  Join us as we meet some of the people who encountered 

Jesus and what their stories mean for us today.  

"Through Our Voice: Women in Song": A recital by church member, 
Andrea Morokutti, pianist and Andrea Bickford, soprano, showcasing the 

brilliant minds of Nadia Boulanger, Florence Price, Alma Mahler, Undine 
Smith Moore, and Libby Larsen will perform in our Sanctuary on Mar. 13 

at 6:30 PM. 

Habitat for Humanity: Our church will be providing a hearty lunch for 
about 12 to 15 volunteers at their work site on Sat., Mar. 16. The deacons 
are asking for donations of fruit, iced tea, water, sandwiches, chips, and 
some baked goods to be dropped off at the Outreach Center no later 
than 10 AM on Mar. 16. There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for 
those who would like to donate. If you have any questions, please 
contact Joan Cameron at (908) 459-9068. The lunch is greatly 
appreciated by the Habitat volunteers so any assistance would be greatly 
welcomed. 

 



Kindness Rocks! All are invited to join us on Sunday, Mar. 17 following 

worship and help us paint rocks with inspirational messages or pictures 
and enjoy a St. Patrick’s themed coffee hour. All ages are invited! A sign-

up sheet is available. Hosted by Presbyterian Women. 

Rescheduled Book Club: The next meeting will now be held at 7:00 PM 
on Wed., Mar. 20, hosted by Chris McGrath. We will discuss the book, A 

Gentle Rain of Compassion by David R. Shlim. New members are always 
welcome. If you have any questions, please speak with Teri Harvey or 

Kaye Evans.  

Worship Helpers: You are invited to sign up online through Sign-Up 
Genius — pick a date that works for you!  Visit fpcb-nj.org for the sign-

up link.  

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS): Your gift to the Special Mission 

offering, One Great Hour of Sharing, enables the church to share God’s 
love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to 

those affected by natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and 
helping to empower the poor and oppressed. We will receive the OGHS 

Special Offering through Easter, Mar. 31. You may contribute to OGHS 
electronically on the church website: fpcb-nj.org (donate through 

“PC(USA) Special Offerings”) or by sending your offering to the church. 

Johnsonburg Summer Camperships: The Presbyterian Women 
support children from our church who are interested in attending 
Johnsonburg summer camp. Any child interested in attending should 
write a letter to Presbyterian Women indicating their reason for wanting 
to attend camp. Letters should be in the church office by April 30. More 
information may be found at fpcb-nj.org/summer-camperships. 

Loaves & Fishes: ShopRite ($25/$100), Acme ($25/$100), Dunkin ($10), 
IHOP ($10), Panera ($10), and Starbucks ($10) gift cards are available 
at the OC during office hours. See Gail Weber to order additional cards 
or if you have any questions about how to support this ministry! 

 

ASSISTING DURING TODAY’S WORSHIP  

Greeter:  Bill Olivier 
Usher: Robin Kasprenski 

Worship Leader & Communion 
Assistant: Deb Albrecht 

Pastor:  Rev. David Harvey 

Ministers: The Congregation 

Choir Director: Maggie Morokutti  
Sound System:  Theo Padavano 

DLP: Jennifer Plut 
MIDI: Frank Wilson 

Communion Prep: Joan Cameron  

                  & Erika Wulster 
Coffee Hour: Erika Wulster 

Children & Worship: Stephanie Burke; Jesus and Bartimeus 
Faith Works: Zach Burke; Jesus Shows Love to Ten Lepers  

 

  


